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Now, | know | have a tendency to 
begin my quarterly front page blurb 
with an excuse for running late, but 
_ this time it really wasn't my fault. 
_ Honestly, it really wasn't. Well, not 
>) entirely. 


Anyway, we've got a lot of catching 
Up do, so best we press on. AS you 
can see, the village’s anti-soeeding 
—- campaign is progressing nicely, 
although technically | think the idea is 
for traffic to be slowed down by 
acknowledging the sign’s message, 
rather than scrubbing off soeed by 
crashing into it. Still, we have to start 
somewhere. 


Fs On a more positive note, one thing 
fea that really is going well (immediately 
5 touches some wood}, is the battle 

a ESS with flooding. We have a long winter 
ahead, but on the whole the measures taken this: year have held up well during some heavy 
downpours. We know, of course, that it will always be an ongoing battle, but hopefully the worst 
is behind us. 


Two more things to be positive about are the Festival and Fete. In the absence of a Summer 
edition, we have a couple of extra pages with lots of photos from the villages big two annual 
events. The Festival enjoyed record attendance and takings on its theme of “British Birds”, while 
the Fete once again saw a healthy crowd enjoy a thoroughly fun afternoon. 


Page 2 Church News 
Page 3 Council News 
Page 4 History 

Page5 This & That 

Page 6 More This & That 
Page 7 Even More T&T!! 
Page 8 Festival Photos 
Page 9 Fete Photos 


{One of the many eyecatc ing displays at June’s Festival | | Page 10 BPC Information 


Fabulous Festival 


With lottery funding for the bulk of tower renovation costs secured, the 2024 Festival organisers 
knew that the pressure was on to raise the remaining £30k. The theme of “British Birds” was 
chosen, plans were drawn up, jobs designated and diaries cleared. Claire marshalled her 
flower arrangers, who came up with beautiful displays to light up every corner of the church, 
Thom and Karoline laid their plans for all things musical and artistic, and Sheila prepared her 
team to feed the (hoped-for) masses. 


So, the opening day arrived, with tents erected, cables laid and programmes printed, all was 
ready for the off. And, thankfully, the aforementioned masses arrived! Saturday lunch sales 
were the highest ever, as the churchyard offered the heartwarming sight of numerous visitors, 
talking in groups, queuing for food, disappearing into the church, or emerging from it, the 
whole place was dlive. 


That success carried over into Sunday, when another busy 
day culminated in an attempted (and achieved!) circle 
of friendship, with almost 100 people joining hands to 
create an unbroken chain around the church. 


We can now start planning dates for the builders to start 
work next spring, which may, ironically, affect the 2025 
Festival, but hopefully we can work aroundit. 


Before that, of course, it’s the Carol Service, coming up on 
Sunday 22 December, so fingers crossed we’ llonce again 
see St. Peter's packed to its 800 year old rafters. 
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Village Hall & Playing Field 


The summer ball was as good as any| can remember. The food and drink flowed and the band ( 
Remoras ) did a superb job of keeping everyone on the dance floor into the night with great 
music and a great connection with the audience. It really shows that they enjoy the Blaxhall Ball 
as much as we do. Folk were as generous as ever with the draw and seemed determined to 
drink the bar dry. All amounting to a profit of £1,000 which will boost our funds for Village Hall 
improvements and more equipment including a Table Tennis table for our winter games events. 
The Fete was a great success as usual, raising nearly £3,000, split between the Church and the 
Village Hall. Blaxhall is very lucky to have so much going on in such a small village and to have 
amazing support for all the events encompassing the Village Hall and playing field, Church and 
Pub. 


Parish Council 


We continue to monitor flooding in the village. The improvements carried out by the farmers 
and higher councils have made a huge difference, but we need to keep the momentum 
going. We will continue dialogue with all concerned and encourage further improvements as 
the autumn rains begin to test us once again. 


Pub 


As | reported in the last newsletter, the community pub project commissioned a valuation 
report on the pub. This was duly received and so we were able to discuss terms with Terry Davey, 
the owner of the Ship. Unfortunately we were unable to offer more than the valuation as we 
have to justify the price to potential 
shareholders and grant providers. Terry had 
his price in mind and, although we weren't 
that far apart, no deal could be reached. 


The pub is now up for lease and the good 
news is that appears to be under offer and full 
service should soon be resumed, we wish 
them every success. 


If anything changes then the door is always 
open to resuming the process for a = 
community pub. 


50s Mysteries ... 

My PC colleague, Karen Baker, gave me two tiny photos a few weeks ago, measuring around 
4cm square. Having enlarged them as much as usefully possible, the date looks like the mid-late 
1950s, and is obviously an event on the playing field. For those who haven't seen it, the lovely, 
thatched house in the top pic was Church Farm, which burned down in the early 1980s. 


The proceedings evidently warranted a band, and attracted a large turnout, but what was it? 
The Fete was still at the rectory up until the late 60s, so perhaps it’s the coronation in 1953, or 
even the opening of the playing field itself. There are evidently some sort of posts and wooden 
structures in the bottom photo, but what are they? If you have any answers, or ideas, please let 
us know by emailing shane@blaxhall.com 
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BCOST Update 


BCOSThad a break from our work parties over the summer while birds are nesting, but we had a 
presence at both the Community Festival in June and the village fete in August, with display 
boards giving information about what we do and how to get involved. 


Work started up again in September. At Jasper's Pightle 
he focus is on raking up the bracken which has been = 
ut for us by Suffolk Wildlife Trust, as well as the cutting Out go 
f old and ‘leggy’ gorse to allow new growth. At Stone Fie 
ommon we are continuing the task of removing 
edundant fences and other structures in order to open 
p the site for public access and to facilitate the cutting 
f bracken and ragwort. Re-usable or recyclable 
materials are being removed and we plan to hire a skip 
or the disposal of other waste. We are very grateful to 
Mr Bruce Kerr who has recently very kindly cut the © 

racken for us at Stone Common at no cost to BCOST. 


All are welcome to join our work parties. Do come 
long for some fresh air, exercise and friendly company, 
nd help us to maintain and improve the environment of 
ur land at Stone Common, Jasper’s Pightle and other 
pen spaces around Blaxhall, for the benefit of wildlife, 
iodiversity and to enhance public recreational access. 
he next one is planned for Monday 1 January 2024, 
00-3:00em— Stone Common (hedge planting and mulching; sence mcinienanee): 


Fete 24 
After weeks of organising and lots of behind the scenes hard work for many volunteers the day 
of the Fete saw perfect weather and the crowds arrived. 


The bottle stall was groaning with the generous donations collected all round the village. White 
elephant had its usual eclectic mix of bargains, and the cake stall offered a huge variety of 
home made goodies. 


Bookshelves were turned out to fill the book stall and the magnificent collection of prizes kept 
the raffle ticket sellers busy. A huge thank you fo all the businesses and individuals who donated 
the prizes. 


Fun and games held the crowd, from wellie-wanging to stilt walking, egg throwing to tug of war. 
We had coconuts, bowling, bat the rat, boules, bean bags and many other games both 
ingenious and fun. 


The produce show was very well supported with more entries than we have seen for many a 
year. Tables were being rearranged to make room for the abundance of vegetables, fruit and 
flowers that arrived during the morning. For the visitors after the judging it was a glorious sight, 
we obviously have some very green fingered folk in the village. 


Meanwhile, in the Village Hall, tea and cake and much chattering! The tea ladies ( and gents ) 
excelled themselves. A table laden with sumptuous cakes and biscuits, teas and drinks. Every 
table was filled with old friends catching up and new friends getting to know each other. 


Once again our small village pulled together and produced a brilliant afternoon which raised 
almost £3,000 to be shared equally between the Church and Village Hall. 
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Blaxhall Emergency Plan - Volunteers Needed 

If we had a hurricane (remember 19872), significant flooding (!!!), a fire soreading on the heath, 
or any other emergency situation threatening serious damage to us or the environment, would 
we know what to do? Would we know who could help and do we know who might need help? 


The Suffolk Joint Emergency Planning Unit are encouraging communities to form Emergency 
Planning Groups and prepare an Emergency Plan. The aim is to ensure we are prepared for 
possible emergencies and are able to respond if needed. 


This is not new. Initial steps were taken by a previous landlord of The Ship but did not come to 
fruition. After last year's flooding the Parish Council revisited the idea and agreed to form a 
group to take this forward. 


This is where we need your help. At the moment we are in the early stages. We need to set up 
an Emergency Planning Group —- a small number of individuals to identify local risks and 
resources, and put together a written plan. Parish Councillors Maria Cooke and Tom Maltby 
are leading on this but we need residents with local knowledge across the village to join us. 


We will need volunteers for the following roles: 


Emergency Co-ordinating Group — who will assess any situation, mobilise resources and 
maintain links with the local authority and emergency services. Parish Counsillors Graham 
Bowles and Graham Atkinson have agreed to be core members of this group but again we 
need a couple more individuals likely to be in the village on a day to day basis. The Emergency 
Planning Officer needs named contacts to be at the top of ourlocal communication chain. 


Community Co-ordinators — who will be allocated an area and be responsible for information 
sharing in both directions - giving information to residents and highlighting issues to the 
Emergency Co-ordinating Group. We will need people from all areas of the village to ensure 
that all properties are covered 

Rest Centre Co-ordinator — who would co-ordinate volunteers for a rest centre and be 
responsible for any residents attending the centre. Training will be provided via the Suffolk Joint 
Emergency Planning Unit. 


If you would like to be involved in any of the above roles please contact me. | will need your 
address, email address & mobile number. We will be arranging a meeting in the near future and 
ourlocal Emergency Planning Officer has offered to attend. 


Fibre Broadband 

Readers who are thoroughly fed-up with years of hearing that there’s no sign of FITP 
broadband getting any closer for the Mill Common area, may be pleased to hear that there's 
been a big update on the Openreach rollout map. Sadly, that change involves removing the 
projected dates for fibre builds, leaving an even vaguer offering its place. 


The whole of Blaxhall, Snape and Tunstall now says “We've built to, or will be building to, the 
majority of this area”. Since Stone Common was connected back in 2022, that statement 
. could either mean the rest of 

the village will be reached at 
some unknown time in the 
| future, or possibly never at 
eatmnsnaseitaa @ “ all. Fingers crossed it’s the 
ee / ; former, but don’t hold your 


@ We've built to many parts of this area 


We've bulttosome parts ofthisoren A >. ; breati.:.. 
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Games Afternoon 


Lots of fun was had at the games afternoon on Sunday October 27th. The hall was buzzing with 
chat and laughter as we played chess, scrabble, boggle and many other games we didn't 
know existed. 


A new attraction was the recently purchased table tennis table. Many of us thought we could 
play this easily, as we missed the ball and wondered why our bats were not bigger! Others were 
obviously more practiced and made it look easy. 


These afternoons are a great way to meet up with other folk in the cold winter months and if you 
don't want to play the games just come along for tea anda chat. 


Huge thanks to Pom and Sylvy for organising these afternoons. 


The next one is on Sunday 1st December. 


Blaxhall Bicycle Club 

A group in Blaxhall has set up the Blaxhall Bicycle Club (BBC). Althoughit goes by the name of a 
club, itis, in fact, no more than a group of cyclists of differing abilities with the common goal of 
cycling for fun and fitness. Itis very much aninclusive group which welcomes other participants 
from in or around Blaxhall. Cycle rides are organised by messaging on a WhatsApp Group and 
generally take place at weekends. The BBC is very much in its infancy but has cycled to Orford, 
Woodbridge and Walberswick; and a coffee and pastry or lunch inevitably forms part of the 
itinerary. Some group members are hoping to complete the July 2025 Dunwich Dynamo, 
which is an overnight 112-mile ride from London Fields, Hackney through Essex and then along 
the quiet country lanes of Suffolk to Dunwich. If anyone would like to join this group, they should 
WhatsApp message David on 07876568135 and they will be joined to the group. 


Christmas Party 


| know it's early to be talking about Christmas but the Village Christmas party is on Saturday 14th 
December. Handle with Care will be keeping us dancing, a buffet supper is included and don't 
forget the licensed baris cash only. 


Tickets are £16 and available now until the 6th December. 
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Parish Councillors 


Graham Bowles 01728 688192 (Chairman) Karen Baker 01728 688200 
Shane Pictor 01728 885215 Ray Herring 01728 746337 
Jonathan Cutting 01728 885115 Mark Oakley 01728 687507 
Graham Atkinson 01728 687589 Maria Cooke 

Joanne Peters 01394 459400 (Parish Clerk) Tom Maltby 


Suffolk Coastal District Councillor -Tim Wilson 07823 587947 tim.wilson@eastsuffolk.gov.uk 
Suffolk County Councillor- Andrew Reid 07545 423799 andrew.reid@suffolk.gov.uk 
Copies of minutes and agendas can be found at http://blaxhall.onesuffolk.net/parish-council/ 


Parish Council meetings are held in the Village Hall at 7.30 and are open to all parishioners, the 
public and press. The 2024 dates are: Wednesday 10th January, Wednesday 6th March, 
Wednesday Ist May, Wednesday 3rd July, Wednesday 4th September and Wednesday 6th 
November. 


Community Transport — “Connecting Communities” 01728 635938 The service booking line 
operates 08.45am to 49m, Mon-Fri. You can book a pick-up with “Katch” bus service by using the 
app, orby phoning 01728 554455. 


Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust— www.blaxhallcommonstrust.org 
For contact details of all trustees ring Mark Oakley 01728 687507 


The Mobile Library comes to Blaxhall, and stops at The Youth Hostel 9.35 - 10am calling every 4 
weeks on Wednesdays: the remaining 2024 dates are; 12 November, 10 December 


Large print, Audio & Childrens' books, also CDs and DVDs are available for a small charge. 
Contact Pete Wells or Helen Hudson on help @suffolklibraries.co.uk, visit the website 
http://suffolkreads.onesuffolk.net/libraries-and-mobiles/or phone 01473 584563 


To put something in the Village Noticeboard, please ring Graham Bowles 01728 688192 
To put something in the Newsletter email to shane@blaxhall.com tel.01728 885215 


Allotmentinformation contact Sophie Martin on 07724 3569 16, Blaxhall.Allotments@gmail.com 
Tree Warden - Joy Shaw, joyjoyshaw@gmail.com, 01728 688309 
Previous newsletters can be found online atissuu.com/blaxhall 


Newsletter Contact shane@blaxhall.com 


Deadline for next Newsletter - 10° February 
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